MINUTES OF
ZION UNITED CHURCH COUNCIL
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18,2018
PRESENT: Chairperson: Sharon Arnold, Secretary: Brenda Johnson, Rev. Tim Ellis, Howie Johnson,
Darleen Stewart, Kathy Sudom-Young, Kevin Pritchard, Marjorie Pritchard, Ed Shostal, Donalda
Noble, Barb Ross, Pam Ludwar, Jeannette Dow, Georgia Hanwell.
1.0

CALL TO ORDER - Sharon Arnold called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.

2.0

OPENING PRAYER - Reverend Tim opened the meeting with prayer.

3.0

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
MOTION: Moved by Pam/Ed the adoption of the agenda as amended.

4.0

Carried

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 19, 2018
MOTION: Moved by Georgia/Barb the adoption of the minutes as amended.
Carried

5.0

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There was no business arising from the minutes.

6.0

CORRESPONDENCE
6.1
Correspondence was received from St. Andrew’s College asking Zion to designate a
Sunday for College Sunday.
6.2
A letter was received stating that Zion’s ASIN permit # has been suspended as per
Moose Jaw Bylaw #5154 until August 28, 2019. This suspension was because of two
false alarms.
A bill was received from the Police station in the sum of $75 for a visit the police
made when the security system called them.
6.3
Canadian Foodgrains Bank letter sent to W&M

7.0

REPORTS:
7.1
MINISTER
Reverend Tim asked Council’s approval to allow him to work with us on building
teamwork among the members of committees and within the congregation. The
resources for this work are based on the “Statement of Holy Manners”.
HOLY MANNERS
Our holy manners create an environment where we are freed and
empowered
To take risks
To think creatively
To be fully ourselves
knowing that we are valued, loved and upheld in community.
He also asked that we work together with him on stewardship to help us understand
our resources and make attainable financial decisions.
He then withdrew to allow for our discussion and decision.
Council agreed that these are very necessary initiatives and gave the proposals
unanimous approval.
Georgia Hanwell stated that it was very brave of our minister to take the risks
involved in his proposals. Council members expressed appreciation to Rev. Tim,
recognizing that those skills that will help us work together in a manner that values
the talents and input of each member is exactly what are needed as we commit to
the work of church in Zion and in our community.
7.2

UNITING MOOSE JAW COMMITTEE
• Pam reported that a survey about amalgamation that will be passed out to the
congregation on September 23, 2018.
• There will be joint services with St. Andrew’s, Minto and Zion on the following
Sundays: Minto
October 21, 2018.
Zion
November 18, 2018
St. Andrews January 20, 2019

7.3

PROPERTY
• Howie Johnson presented an oral report.

7.4

RENTALS AND USE OF CHURCH
• A list was attached to the package.

See Appendix A

7.5

7.6

U.C.W.
• Jeannette Dow presented an oral report.

See Appendix B

WORHSIP & MUSIC
• Pam Ludwar presented an oral report.

See Appendix C

MOTION: Moved by Pam/Kevin to start a weekly church ad with MJ Express.
Carried
COMMUNICATIONS
• Rev. Tim updated council on the web page for Zion.

•
7.7

7.8

MEMBERSHIP & VISITION
• No report

7.9

PRESBYTERY/CONFERENCE
• Darleen gave an oral report.
•

See Appendix D

Darleen also presented the following:
Zion United Church hosted Chinook Presbytery on Friday, September 14 and
Saturday September 15, 2018.
Thanks to the culinary skills of Sharon Arnold and the hard work of Sharon and
Brenda Johnson, it was a resounding success.
Rev. Tim was a welcoming host and gave capable electronic help to those
needing that help.
Two children were present bringing a very human element to the meeting. It
was also nice to see other activities occurring at the same time as Presbytery. All
this painted a picture of a vibrant church.
At the time of Union, the United Church adopted Presbyteries from the
Presbyterians, and also the commitment that the pastoral charges in each
Presbytery would welcome and host presbyters when called upon to do so.
Moose Jaw hosts one meeting each year and we are fortunate to have four
churches, each of which takes a turn as host. Swift Current with only one United
Church is called upon several times a year.
We could not have shown this favorable view of our church nor could we have
discharged our responsibility were it not for the willing participation of Sharon
and Brenda. Zion owes them a huge thank you.
Each person on this Council has duties that help make our church a welcoming
and successful enterprise. Many do not get the credit they deserve. It is so

important that we not only support each other’s endeavors and each other as
people, but that we strive through fair discussion for consensus and cooperation.
We were away much of this summer, but at some point when we were home it
was so refreshing to see not only the flower pots outside our church, but to see
the new sign, as well as the rentals sign in the office window. What an excellent
way to underline what most churches find a dual role in order to continue to be
church. Certainly our first function is spiritual. Jesus said, “I give you a new
commandment that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you should
love one another.” We know what the Golden Rule says.
At the same time nearly every church faces the same problem. A budget is
presented, congregations vote, the budget is passed, but often the commitment
does not match the agreement. Perhaps folks don’t understand the
commitment that should follow a” Yes” vote; perhaps it is a hardship to meet
the commitment, and so churches fundraise, and that means that to a lesser or
greater extent most churches must also have a business side because if they
don’t it becomes impossible to exist and support the functions that make us
church. The business side gets its support through hard work and advertising;
the spiritual side gets its support from hard work and community.
We, as Council are part of the hard work in community, in spirit and in business if
that is what is necessary to let us do the work of church.
7.10

MISSION & SERVICE & OUTREACH
• Contributions - year to date - $3,319.18

7.11

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Information attached to the package.

7.12

FINANCE
• Kevin presented the Finance report.

See Appendix E

MOTION: Moved by Kevin/Georgia that Rev. Tim pursue Stewardship initiatives.
Carried
MOTION: Moved by Kevin/Kathy the adoption of his report.
MOTION: Moved by Kevin/Pam to pay September bills

Carried
Carried

7.13

INTERCHURCH
No report

7.14

MINISTRY & PERSONNEL
• Georgia reported

7.15

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Kathy reported that Sunday School has begun and 2 classes for children have
been organized.

See Appendix F

8.0

NEW BUSINESS
• Rev. Tim notified council that the format for minutes has been changed and he
asked that reports be sent by email or drop off a written report to the office one
week before council. They will then be part of the package for the council
meeting.
• The items from Whitmore Park Church in Regina were moved on Tuesday,
September 18. Bruce Learmonth, Brenda Johnson and Ken Power went to
Regina to give assistance to the movers and were at Zion when the movers
arrived at the church. Howie Johnson was at the church to give assistance when
the movers arrived at Zion.

9.0

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING - OCTOBER 16, 2018 AT 7:00 PM.

10.0

CLOSING PRAYER
• Brenda led the Mizpah Benediction

11.0

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Moved by Ed Shostal the adjournment of the meeting at 9:04 pm.

CHAIRPERSON: SHARON ARNOLD

SECRETARY: BRENDA JOHNSON

____________________________________

___________________________________

